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“Strong foundations do not occur by accident.  They are the result of hard work, careful 

planning, examination of strengths and weaknesses, and provision of needed 

reinforcement at critical times. (Sandeen & Barr, 2006, p. 2) 

 

As the Southern Association for College Student Affairs approaches its 60
th

 Anniversary, 

it is time to examine the foundations upon which we are built.  Founded in 1949, SACSA 

is a unique regional organization that remained virtually unchanged for the last several 

years.  Our mission statement, revised in 2001, states: 

“The Southern Association for College Student Affairs, as an independent, regional 

association, has as its mission to be an exemplary organization for practitioners, 

educators, and students engaged in the student affairs profession. This mission will be 

accomplished by:  

1. Providing accessible, on-going, comprehensive professional development activities and services of 

the highest quality for persons in all areas and levels in the student affairs profession.  

2. Encouraging and recruiting a diverse group of promising individuals to enter the student affairs 

profession and addressing the career development needs of new and established professionals in 

our membership.  

3. Maintaining and strengthening our traditions of inclusiveness, diversity, collegiality, openness to 

member involvement, mentoring, and fostering professional networks as hallmarks of the 

Association.  

4. Fostering the growth of the student affairs profession by: a) offering opportunities for continuing 

professional education; b) articulating the role of student affairs in higher education; c) ensuring 

faculty and graduate student involvement in the Association; d) facilitating the integration of 

scholarship and practice; e) promoting professional standards; f) engaging in cooperative efforts 

with other professional organizations; and g) encouraging and supporting research.  

5. Identifying and analyzing issues concerning students, higher education, and the student affairs 

profession, and communicating student perspectives to various constituencies through media and 

other forums.” 

Dr. Bobbie Jean Wescovich-Mann, a long-time member of SACSA, recently completed 

her dissertation, The Development of Southern Association for College Student Affairs: 

Setting a New Course for Success.  One of the questions she asked participants is whether 

or not the membership was knowledgeable of the organizational mission and goals.  Her 

research determined that there was a resounding reply of “no.”   

 

If the membership of the Southern Association for College Student Affairs is unaware or 

not knowledgeable of our mission and goals, how can we accomplish our mission?  With 

that in mind, the Program Committee and the Executive Council would like to ask the 

Association to respond to the following question: 

 

How well is SACSA living up to its mission? 

 

 Please send your comments to conversationsatsacsa@sacsa.org. 


